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Every important farming area in the United States has a significant 
stake in the agricultural export market. In fiscal year 1965/66 such exports 
were valued at a record $6.7 billion and in July-April 1966/67 were at an 
annual rate of $6.9 billion. 


The United States, continuing as the world's leading exporter of farm 
products, accounted for more than one-fifth of the world's total in 1965/66. 


In fiscal 1965/66, the output from 78 million U.S. harvested acres -- 
one acre out of every four harvested -- was exported. Exports provided an 
outlet for nearly three-fourths of wheat sales, over half of the rice sales, 
nearly half the production of hides and skins and grain sorghum sales, two- 
fifths of the production of soybeans and tallow, nearly a third of the corn 
sales, about one-fourth of the tobacco and raisin production and barley sales, 
and one-fifth of the production of cotton, dried whole milk, and lemons. 
American farmers are exporting over half their production of dry edible peas 
and over one-third of their hops, nonfat dry milk, and prunes. U.S. farmers 
get one-sixth of their income from exports. Agricultural exports make up one- 
fourth of all UcS. exports. 


The impact of this vast export movement is felt on both the farms and 
cities of the United States. Hundreds of thousands of wage and salary earners 
make their living in U.S. industries engaged in marketing, transporting, financ- 
ing» and storing farm products. The continuation of a high level of U.S. 
agricultural exports is essential to the agricultural economy of each State 
and of the Nation -- and of most Congressional Districts. 


Of the 435 Congressional Districts in the United States, 278 reported 
substantial production of agricultural commodities as summarized by the 1964 
Census of Agriculture. The remaining 157 Congressional Districts were located 
in urban areas with little or no agricultural production. 


Agricultural commodity exports, valued at more than $100 million in each 
of 11 Congressional Districts, accounted for 20 percent of the Nation's record 
$6,681 million agricultural exports in 1965/66. Agricultural exports of $50 
million to $100 million were attributed to each of 28 Congressional Districts, 
while 116 Districts had farm exports ranging from $10 million to $50 million 
each and 123 Districts had shares below $10 million each. 


Zoe 


Congressional District 1 in Kansas led all others with $194.6 million -- 
nearly 3 percent of the national total. Other Congressional Districts with 
attributed shares of farm commodity exports exceeding $100 million were: 
Texas, 18 ($127.8 million); Arkansas, 1 ($120.5 million); Nebraska, 3 ($119.5 
million); Illinois, 22 ($118.4 million); Illinois, 17, ($118.2 million); North 
Dakota, 1 ($113.1 million); Iowa, 6 ($112.2 million); California, 18 ($107.5 
million); Washington, 4 ($102.7 million); and Nebraska, 1 ($100.3 million). 


Agricultural export shares attributed to Congressional Districts were 
based on data by States reported by the Economic Research Service in November 
1966.4 Export shares by States were divided into Congressional Districts 
within each State on the basis of production and sales data published in the 
1964 Census of Agriculture. A Congressional District's export share does not 
necessarily show the actual exports of that District's farm products, though 
it does indicate its share of total U.S. agricultural exports. 


Results of a nationwide study by Congressional Districts indicate the 
importance of agricultural exports to U.S. farmers in fiscal 1965/66. The 
agricultural exports attributed to regions, States, and Congressional Districts 
are summarized in table l. 


1/ Tontz, Robert L., and Isaac E. Lemon. U.S. Agricultural Export Shares by 
Regions and States, Fiscal Year 1965/66. U.S. Dept. Agr., ERS-Foreign 174, 
pp. 11-15. (Reprinted from Foreign Agricultural Trade of the United States, 
Nov. 1966.) 
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